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SUBJECT: FRENCH PARTICIPATION IN THE NATO-WIDE COMMUNICATION 
SYSTEM 

SUMMARY: THE FRENCH HAVE INFORMED SYG LUNS OF THEIR 
DESIRE TO JOIN THE NATO- WIDE COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM. RE- 
PORTEDLY. THE SYG HAS WELCOMED THIS INTENT AND SUGGESTED 
FURTHER THAT FRANCE PARTICIPATE IN THE PILOT SECURE VOICE 
PROGRAM (PSVP). SINCE BOTH OF THESE WILL BE PART OF NICS, 
FRANCE ALSO PROBABLY WILL BE EXPECTED TO SHARE IN THE 
COST OF NICS. FYI: FRANCE ASKS THAT ITS PROPOSED PARTI 
CIPATION IN NATO- WIDE BE KEPT STRICTLY IN NATO CHANNELS. 

END FYI. END SUMMARY. 

1 . THERE FOLLOWS BELOW THE TEXT OF AN UNOFFICIAL TRANS- 
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LATION OF A LETTER FROM THE FRENCH PERMREP (TINE) TO SYG 
LUNS ANNOUNCING FRANCE'S INTENTION TO JOIN THE NATO- 
WIDE COMMUNICATION SYSTEM. 

BEGIN TEXT: 

I HAVE THE HONOR OF INFORMING YOU THAT FRANCE 
HAS DECIDED TO JOIN THE NATO-WIDE SYSTEM. 

THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS DECISION GIVES RISE 

TO A CERTAIN NUMBER OF FINANCIAL AND TECHNICAL QUESTIONS 
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WHICH WILL HAVE TO BE STUDIED BY SPECIALISTS. I WOULD 
BE VERY GRATEFUL IF YOU WOULD INFORM ME OF THE STEPS 
YOU PLAN TO TAKE IN THIS REGARD. 

I ALSO CALL YOUR ATTENTION TO THE FACT THAT FRANCE 
ASKS THAT INFORMATION CONCERNING ITS PARTICIPATION IN 
NATO-WIDE NOT BE DISCLOSED TO ANYONE OUTSIDE OF NATO 
CHANNELS. I THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR ANY INSTRUCTIONS 
YOU MAY DEEM ADVISABLE TO GIVE IN THIS RESPECT. 

I AM SENDING A COPY OF THIS LETTER TO ALL DELE- 
GATIONS. 

(COMPLIMENTARY CLOSE.) 

IS/ JACQUES TINE 
END TEXT 

2. ALTHOUGH WE HAVE NOT SEEN THE TEXT OF SYG LUNS' 

REPLY TO THE FRENCH, WE UNDERSTAND THAT HE WELCOMED 
THE FRENCH DECISION AND ADVISED THAT HE HAD INSTRUCTED 
THE NATO INTERNATION STAFF (NIS) TO DEVELOP DETAILED 
ARRANGEMENTS ON FUNDING AND CONNECTION. FURTHER. HE 
ALSO INVITED FRANC TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PILOT SECURE 
VOICE PROGRAM (PSVP). FYI: BOTH NATO- WIDE AND PSVP 
WILL BE PART OF THE NICS. END FYI. 

3. STAFF OFFICERS IN THE COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTORATE, 

NIS BELIEVE THAT, IF IT JOINS NATO- WIDE, FRANCE SHOULD 
PAY THE COSTS OF CONNECTION AND PROVIDE ITS TERMINAL 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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EQUIPMENT. NATO SHOULD NOT DEMAND PAYMENT OF A SHARE 
OF PAST SYSTEM COSTS BUT FRANCE SHOULD SHARE IN ALL 
FUTURE COSTS. FURTHER, INASMUCH AS NATO- WIDE WILL BE 
PART OF NICS, FRANCE WOULD BE EXPECTED TO SHARE IN 
SOME NICS COSTS ADDITIONAL TO THOSE SPECIFICALLY 
CHARGEABLE TO OPERATION OF NATO- WIDE. THESE STAFF 
OFFICERS ALSO BELIEVE THAT NATO SHOULD REQUIRE FRANCE 
TO PAY A SHARE OF PAST PSVP COSTS AS AN "ENTRY FEE" 

TO JOIN THAT PROGRAM NOW, AND OF COURSE TO SHARE IN 
FUTURE NICS COSTS. 

4. COMMENT: WE EXPECT THAT SOME ALLIES ALSO WILL 
SHARE THE VIEWS OF THE NIS STAFF OFFICERS, INSISTING 
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THAT FRANCE MUST PAY A FAIR SHARE OF PAST AND FUTURE 
NICS COSTS AS THE PRICE OF CONNECTING TO THE NICS. 

BASED ON PREVIOUS STATEMENTS FRENCH REPS HAVE MADE, 

WE BELIEVE THAT FRANCE WILL BE WILLING TO PAY A SHARE; 

THE QUESTION WILL BE WHAT CONSTITUTES A "FIAR SHARE." 

5. THE DESIRE TO IOIN THE NATO- WIDE COMMUNICATIONS 
SYSTEM IS CONSISTENT WITH RECENT FRENCH INTEREST IN 
SELECTIVE, QUIET PARTICIPATION IN ALLIED ACTIVITIES 
FROM WHICH FRANCE CAN DERIVE DIRECT BENEFIT. PARTI- 
CIPATION IN THE NATO- WIDE SYSTEM WILL PROVIDE A 
DIRECT, NATO-FUNDED TELETYPEWRITER CONNECTION BETWEEN 
PARIS AND NATO HEADQUARTERS, WHICH ALSO CAN BE USED 
BY PARIS TO COMMUNCATE WITH OTHER NATO CAPITALS 
AND WITH THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE THREE MAIOR NATO 
COMMANDS. FRENCH ENTRY INTO THE PSVP, SUGGESTED BY 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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LUNS. WOULD PROVIDE SECURE VOICE COMMUNICATIONS NOT 
ONLY WITH NATO HEADQUARTERS, THE OTHER NATO CAPITALS, 

AND THE MAIOR NATO COMMANDS, BUT ALSO WITH MANY 
MORE NATO MILITARY HEADQUARTERS. PARTICIPATION IN 
THESE TWO SYSTEMS THUS WOULD CONSIDERABLY INCREASE 
THE CAPABILITY FOR FRANCE TO COMMUNICATE THROUGHOUT 
THE ALLIANCE. END COMMENT. STRAUSZ-HUPE 
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« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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